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Dear Club Junior Coordinator, 
 
FINALS DRAW 

Attached to this email is your Club’s draw for Semi-Finals on Saturday 10th August 2019 with the list 
of referees for each club hosting finals.  You also have the finals score sheet, which must be used for 
all finals matches and emailed to juniors@tennisgeelong.com.au before 9 am Sunday.  As well as a 
copy of the TG rules, code of conduct, the role of umpires and linespeople and court referee’s 
responsibilities.     

WET WEATHER IN FINALS 

Please make yourselves aware of the TG rules that deal with wet weather in finals – they are 4.11.7, 
4.11.8 and 4.11.9. 

In a nutshell, safety is ALWAYS the top priority for children playing in the TG competition.  If there is 
wet weather on Saturday morning, the entire TG Junior Committee will ALL have input as to whether 
there is a genuine possibility that play could safely happen at the majority of venues. 
 
If the answer is NO – All clubs will be emailed and a notice put on FB and TG website that play has 
been cancelled due to weather.  This will be done prior to 8 am.  If play is called off by the TG 
Junior Committee, the team that finished higher on the home and away ladder will be deemed 
the winner.  For this week’s Semi Finals, this will be the team listed first, as the home team, on 
the attached draw. 
 
If the answer is YES –All teams (umpires and players) need to go to their designated courts.  Could 
all clubs hosting finals please ensure NOW that their wet weather equipment is in good working 
order in case it is required. 
 

We all know that different courts cope with rain better than others.  The question of whether the 
courts are safe for play will completely come down to the nominated court supervisor in 
consultation with the umpires on duty at each venue.  If the TG Junior Committee DOES NOT 
call off the matches, ALL finals are REQUIRED to be played.   If you have a mixture of court 
surfaces and find one plays better after rain than the other, you can change court allocations so if 
possible each team playing has 1 court each to play on.  If the match cannot be completed due to 
weather, both teams participating will need to agree on a time and place to finish the match. 
The allocated umpires will not be required to attend if the match needs to be played at another 
time BUT do need to sign the score sheets as proof of attendance.  
 
 
 

mailto:juniors@tennisgeelonginc.com.au
mailto:juniors@tennisgeelong.com.au


 
The playing teams also need to email – juniors@tennisgeelonginc.com.au to notify us that the 
match was unable to be completed, the stage of where the match was and when and where the 
match has been rescheduled to. 
 

As there are finals to be played the following week, we need to ask that ALL matches be completed 
by Sunday night, if possible. If not, it will need to be done NO LATER than Monday night, as we need 
to organise the week 2 finals matches. 

ENTERING SCORES INTO LM/MATCH CENTRE AND SUBMISSION OF SCORE SHEETS 

Score Sheets for ALL Finals matches must be entered into LM/Match Centre AND emailed by the 
WINNING TEAM by 9 am on Sunday, the day after the match, a reminder of the email address – 
juniors@tennisgeelonginc.com.au.  The losing team is required to check and confirm the matches 
by 6 pm Sunday.  I would ask these are all done as soon as possible after the completion of the 
matches so the following week’s draw can be organised. 
 
FINALS SCORE SHEETS 

The Finals Score Sheet attached with this Newsletter is to be used for all finals.  You can print out 
required score sheets each week.   
 
Please note – a number of clubs have been using the score sheets from Match Centre through the 
season, which has been fine; however, for finals we require everyone to use the attached score 
sheet.  This allows the umpires to sign their attendance in a specific spot and there is room for the 
recording of the extra set that is required to be played, if the match is a draw (please see below).  
 
PLEASE TAKE SPECIAL NOTE OF THE RULE REFERRING TO A DRAW. 

Please make yourself familiar with Junior Rule 4.11.10, in case it is required for your teams.  
Examples of a draw in ALL Sections are shown in the following:-  
3 sets 26 games to 3 sets 26 games OR 4 sets 25 games to 2 sets 26 games.  In either case, a play-off, 
as outlined in Rule 4.11.10 MUST take place to decide the eventual winner.  This is to be recorded in 
the place allocated on the score sheet.  Players listed as #1 and #4 will play the extra set (please also 
see below). 
 
SUBSTITUTION OF PLAYERS  

Please read carefully Rule 4.1.12 which permits Clubs to substitute qualified players during the 
course of a match (as long as it is first notated on the score sheet).  If a player has been substituted 
in position #1, or #4 & there is a draw, as outlined in Rule 4.11.10 above, either player who has 
played in position #1 can play at #1 for the extra set.  Same applies if there has been a substitute for 
position #4.         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
TENNIS GEELONG RULES 

Please ensure ALL parents of players and umpires are aware of the Tennis Geelong rules. They can 
be found on the Tennis Geelong website: 
https://www.tennis.com.au/tennisgeelonginc/files/2018/10/Bylaws-and-Constitution-2018.pdf   
It is recommended someone from each team prints these out and takes them to the games each 
week or has access to the website with their phone.  
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If at any time you are unsure of a ruling, please speak to your referee rostered on at your courts and 
if required, please call either Bernie or myself for clarification. Please be aware, any breach of these 
rules has the potential of changing the outcome of matches, which has unfortunately happened in 
the past. 
 
UMPIRES 

All Clubs are reminded that a minimum of TWO ADULT UMPIRES (preferably people with some 
tennis knowledge) are required for all Finals. Please ensure that your umpires know of their 
responsibilities (please see attached information sheet), which includes being in attendance ready 
for a 9 am start at the courts allocated.  
 
Remind your Club’s umpires sign both score sheets as proof of their attendance.  
  
There is no reason why Juniors from a team which has to umpire shouldn’t assist the adult umpires 
by acting as a linesperson during a final. In fact this is encouraged.  It is important the players be 
taught a sense of responsibility, and respect for the teams that have made finals. 
 
Please remember that the umpires are in full charge of the match and that their decision is final, 
but also remember that they are only human and that no one is perfect!! The umpires are bound by 
the rules of TG, so please familiarise yourselves with these.                                                                                                                           
  
TENNIS ATTIRE                                                                                                                                                              

It is an appropriate time to remind all clubs of TG By-Law which refers to correct tennis attire being 
worn for all TG matches.   
1.17 TENNIS ATTIRE: 
For the Association fixtures, only recognised, acceptable tennis attire is permitted.  
Track suits with correct tennis attire may be permitted. Tights, leggings and skins can be worn 
under shorts or a skirt/skort. The following articles of clothing are NOT permitted: 
Ripple sole, jogging, running, cricket shoes or shoes with a raise heel and studs. Jeans shall not be 
worn during play. 
Please pass this onto all players as recently this seemed to be ignored or forgotten by an 
increasing number of children.  
 
COURT SUPERVISORS 

All TG Junior finals will have an allocated court supervisor at each venue.   I will be in contact if your 
club will be hosting finals each week for you to nominate a court supervisor.   These need to be 
someone who has a good working knowledge of the rules of tennis and the TG By-Laws and are not 
on the court as an umpire but moving around the venue to provide help and guidance when 
required. 

I would ask you respond promptly if asked to supply a court supervisor, as the timing for distribution 
of the draw to all clubs will be dictated by the time it takes for me to get this part of the draw 
completed weekly. 

There will to be a representative from either the TG Junior Committee of the TG Executive 
Committee to do this task on Grand Final day, as well as present medals to both teams.  

 



 

SUMMER SEASON 2019-20:  

The 2019-20 summer season is due to begin on Saturday 12th October, so please begin compiling 
your teams now.   
 
The cut-off date for submission of teams for the winter season will be Monday 26th August (the 
Monday after the Grand Finals).  We will be asking you to enter your teams directly into LM, which 
worked really well last season. 
 
I will send you a separate email with a reminder on how to enter your teams shortly.  There will also 
be a separate email regarding the new Orange Ball section we are introducing for summer.   
 
Please get in contact at any stage if you have any questions. 
 
Wishing your teams well as the season draws to an end. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
Kerry Humphrey  
Junior Competition Secretary 
Tennis Geelong Inc. 
 


